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Of. the Reverend and Learned 


William Chillmgworth, M. A. 


Of the Univerſity of OXFORD. 
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LETTER I 
| To the Right Morſpipful, and my much honoured 
Friend, Dr. SHELDO N, at Durham-Houle, 


give theſe. 


Grd Dr. SHELDON, 


| Do here ſend you News, as unto my beſt Friend, 
of a great and happy Victory, which at length 


over the only Enemy that can hurt me, that is, 
my Self. Sir, ſo it is, that though I am in debt 


though 1 am in want of many Conveniences; 
3 in great danger of falling into a chronical Infirmity of my 
Body; though in another thing, which you perhaps gueſs at 


what it is, but 1 will not tell you, which would make me more 
joyful 


| 


with extream [Difficulty I have ſcarcely obtained 


to your ſelf and others of my Friends above 
Twenty Pounds more chan I know how to pay 3 
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naſiuss Creed (as we are m are molt fa | 
alſo in a high degree Preſumptuous and Schiſmatical. . And therefore. 
I can neither Sublcribe that, theſe Things are agreeable to the Word | 
of GON, ſeeing 1 believe they are certainly repugnant” to it; Nor 
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© two Points there are, wherein I am fully 'treſdhved, and therefore 
care not who knows my Mind. One is; that to ſay the Fourth) Coni. 
| nandnent is a Law of GOD appertaining to Chriſtians, is falſe 
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amning Sentences in St. „Aha. 


and unlawful. The other; that the Damning Seriteri St. oha. 
ade to Subſcribe it) are moſt falſe, and 


” | that the whole Common-Prayer is Lawful to be uſed, ſeeing I be. 


94 4 


lieve theſe Parts of it certainly Unlawful ; Nor promiſe that I my 


ſelf will uſe it, ſeeing I never intend either to read theſe Things 
which I now have excepted againſt, or to ſay Amen to them. I ſhall 


not need to intreat you, not to be offended with me for this my 


moſt honeſt and (as I verily believe) moſt wiſe Reſolution.*” Hoping 
rather, you will do your Endeavour, that I may neither be Honeſt 
at ſo dear a Rate as the loſs of Preferment, nor buy Preferment at ſo 
much dearer a Rate, the loſs of Honeſty. I think my ſelf Happy 


that it pleaſed God, When I was reſolved to venture upon a Sub- 


\ 


ſccription without full Aſſurance of; the Lawfulneſs of it, to caſt in 


my Way two unexpected Impediments to divert me from accom- 


_ pliſhing my Reſolution. For I profeſs unto you, ſince I entertained 
Quiet Day nor Night, till now that IT have 
rid my felf of it again; and I plainly perceive, that if I had ſwal- 
lowed this Pill, howſoever guilded over with Gloſſes and Reſerya- 
tions, and wrapt up in Conſerves of good Intentions and Purpoſes, | 


it, I have never enjoyed 


yet it would never have agreed nor ſtay'd with me, but 1 would 


have caſt it up again, and with it whatſoever Preferment I ſhould 
have gain'd with it as the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs : Which would 
have” been a great Injury to you and to my Lord- Keeper: Whereas 
now, res eſt integra; and | he 


e will not loſe the Gift of any Prefer- 
ment by beſtowing it on me, nor have any Engagement to Mr. An- 
drews for me. But howſoever this Would have ſucceeded in Caſe 1 
had Then ſubſcribed, I thank GOD I am now ſo reſolved, that I 
will never do That while I am Living and in Health, which I would 
not do if I wete Dying; and This I am ſure I would not do. I would 


never do any thing for Preferment, which I would not do but for 


Preferment : And This, I am ſure, I ſhould not do. I will never ſo 


_ uiidervalue the Happineſs which GO D's Love brings to me with 


it, "as to put it to the leaſt Adventure in the World, for the gaining 


of any Worldly Happineſs. I remember very well, Quærite primum 


regnm Dei, & cetera omnia adjicientur tibi. And therefore when- 


ſoever I make ſuch a prepoſterous Choice, I will give you leave 
to think I am out of my Wits, or do not believe in GOD, or at 
leaſt am ſo unreaſonable as to do a Thing in hope I ſhall be ſorry 


. 
* 
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for it afterwards; and wiſh it undone. It cannot be avoided, but 
my. Lord of Canterbury muſt come co know this my Reſolution ; 
and, I think, the ſooner the better. Let me entreat you to ac- 
quaint him with it, (if you think it expedient,) and let me hear 
from you as ſoon as: poſſibly you can. But when you write, I pray 
remember, that my fore-going Preferment (being in this State where- 
in I am) is Grief enough to me; and do not you add to it, by 
being angry with me for doing That which I muſt do or be miſe- 
cable. Iam. | 0 


Tour moſs loving 


and true Servant, 


William Chilling worth. 


* 


| Am very ſorry it was my ill Fortune not to ſee 
thee the Day that I went out of Oxford : Other- 
wiſe I ſhould have thank'd thee very heartily 
for the Pavour thou didſt the Night before, eſpe- 
cially for Mr. Couentrye's Company and Diſcourſe, 
whoſe excellent Wit I do very much admire, and, 
had I ſo much Intereſt in him as you have, I 
Wy,  __ » ſhould defire him often (though I hope I need not) 
to remember what our Saviour ſays, —To whom much is given, of them 
much ſhall be required. Mr. Taylor did much confirm my Opinion 
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of his Sufficience ; But let me tell you in your Ear, — Methinks he - 


wants much of the Ethical Part of a Diſcourſe, and flights too much 
many times the Arguments of thoſe he diſcourſes with: But this 
is a Fault he would quickly leave, if he had a Friend that would 

diſcreetly tell him of it. If you or Mr. Coventry would tell him, 
that you heard one who knows him, magnifie him exceedingly for 
other Things, but cenſure him for this ; you might do him a very 
Friendly Office : And my writing to you thus much, gives you Ground 
enough to fay fo truly: But you mult not give the leaſt Suſpicion 
that I am the Man, and therefore not do it yet a good while. When 
Dr. Sheldon comes to Oxford, I will be there again, and then will 
be very ready to do any Service in the Buſineſs you imparted to me. 


F was 


Ages, — 
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1 was miſtaken in my dire Qing you to Euſebius for the Matter you 
wort of. You ſhall find it in a Witneſs much farther from Excep- 
tion herein, than Exſebins : Even Athanaſius himſelf? the greateſt Ad- 
verſary of that Doctrine; and Hilary who was his Second. See the 
firlt, ia Ef. de Synodis Arim. E Seleuc. p. 917. D. Tom. 1. Edit. Pari . 
1627. See the ecm De Synodrs. Fol. 97. In the Firſt you ſhall 
find, that the Eighty Fathers which condemn'd Samyſatenus, af- 
firm'd expreſsly, That the Son is not of the ſame Eſſence of the 
Father: Which is to contradict formally the Council of Nice, which 
decreed the Son Co-eſſential to the Father. In the Second you ſhall 
find theſe Words to the ſame Purpoſe, — O*toginta Epiſcopi olim ref. 
prerunt 1d Homonuſion. See alſo if you pleaſe, Juſtin. cont. Tryph. 
p- 283, 3563357. Tertull. againſt Praxeas, c. 9. Novatian de Trin. in 
fine, who is joyn'd with Tertullian. Athanaſ. ep. de Fide Dion. Alex. 
T. r. p. 551. Baſil. T. 2. p. 802, 803. eait. Pariſ. 1618. See St. 
Hierom. Apol. 2. cont. Ruffinum, T. 2. p. 329. Par. 1579. See Peta. 
vius upon Epiph, his Pauar. Ad Far. 69. que eſt Arij. p. 285. and con- 
ſider how well he clears Laciau tlie Martyr from Arianiſm, — and wat 
he there confeſſes of all the Ancient Fathers. If you could under- 
ſtand French, I would refer to Perron, p. 633. of his Reply to King 
James. Where you ſhould find theſe Words. If a Man ſhould 
demand of an Arian, if he would ſubmit to the Judgment of 


the Church of the Ages precedent. to that of Conſtantine and 


Marcian, he would make no Difficulty of it, but would ' preſs 


himſelf that the Controverſie might be decided by that little which 


remains to us of the Authors of that Time. For an Aria» would 
find in Irenæus, Tertullian, and others, which remain of thoſe 
That the Son is the Inſtrument of the Father : That 
the Father commanded the Son in the Works of Creation; That 
the Father and the Son are —— Aliud & aliud : Which Things 
he that ſhould now hold, now when the Language of the Church is 
more examin'd, would be eſteemed a very Arian. If you read Bel- 
larmine touching this Matter, you ſhould find that he is troubled ex- 


ceedingly to find any tolerable' Gloſſes for. the Speeches of the Fathers 
before the Council of Nice which are againſt him: And yet he con- 


ceals the ſtrongeſt of them: And to counterpoiſe them, cites. Au- 


thors that have indeed ancient Names, but ſuch whom he himſelf has 
ſtigmatized for ſpurious or doubtful in his Book de Script. Eceleſ. Were 
I at Leiſure, and had a little longer Time, I could refer you to ſome 


that acknowledge Origen's Judgment to be alſo, againſt them in this 
Matter. And Fiſhar in his Anſwer to Dr. White's Nine Queſtions, 


has a Place almoſt parallel; to' that above-cited out of Perron. In a 
Word, whoſoeyer * freely and impartially conſider of this Thing, 


and 


it 9) | 
and how on the other fide the Ancient Father's Weapons againſt the 
Arians, are in a manner only Places of Scripture, (and thoſe now for 
the moſt part diſcarded as impertinent and unconcluding,) and how 
in the Argument drawn from the Authority of the Ancient Fathers, 
they are almoſt always Defendants, and ſcarce ever Opponents; he 
| ſhall not chuſe but confeſs, or at leaſt be very inclinable to believe, 
: that the Doctrine of Arius is either a Truth, or at leaſt no damnable 
Hereſy. But the Carrier ſtays for my Letter, and I have now no 
more Time than to add that I am 


Thy very true 
See Facundus Hermianenſis, 


egen and koi Bind. 
William Chillingworth, 


Remember always the Words of our Saviour : If you will do the 
Will of my Father, gon ſhall know of the Doctrine whether it be of 
_  _ "he 5 


If you can, fend me Mr. Diggſe's Speech. 


I prithee go to Dr. Littleton, and. deſire him to ſend me all that 
he has of Vorſtius. For in the Epiſtles of his, which I borrowed of 
him, he refers me to ſome other Books of his, which I. ſhall have 
eſpecial Occaſion to uſe : Eſpecially his Book againſt Piſtorius the 
E200 Jeſuit. t 
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